CHAPTER II

MR. SIDDONS at this time sustained the first line of
business in the company under the management of Mr.
Kernble. He had not only that universality which in
provincial theatres is the first of requisites, but I learn from
a most intelligent contemporary, who knew him well, that
he possessed the second, a quick study in almost unequalled
perfection. My friend informs me, that Mr. Siddons could
make himself master of the longest dramatic character
between night and night, and deliver the language with the
accuracy that seems to result only from long application;
but so slight, however perfect, was the impression, that it
escaped entirely from his memory in as few hours as he had
employed in its acquisition.

Without offence to Mr. Siddons, though probably not
without pain, Mr. Kemble could unquestionably withdraw
his daughter from a profession of which he knew the
difficulties, and place her under the protection of a lady,
with whom he might suppose brighter prospects would open
before his child. However, the young lovers during their
absence maintained a correspondence that kept up the ardour
of their affection, and Mr, Siddons was probably acquainted
with the step which led Miss Kemble to exhibit something of
her talent before Mr. Garrick. The complimentary indiffer-
ence with which he had frustrated her hopes (and sanguine
indeed are the hopes of youth) confirmed the resolution it
might have been expected to dispel: Miss Kemble decided
upon two points; that she would be an actress, and that she
would marry Mr. Siddons, and a journey to Scotland was
probably averted by the consent of her parents to their